Surgical treatment of the rheumatoid elbow. An overview.
Surgical treatment of the patient with rheumatoid arthritis continues to evolve. Synovectomy continues to be an effective palliative procedure, preferred in the early stages of disease. Further investigation into the use of arthroscopic techniques may result in decreased morbidity and a quicker recovery. Total elbow replacement by experienced surgeons employing contemporary designs and surgical techniques is associated with a high degree of success approaching that for total hip and knee replacement.